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BABIES AS BRIDES

Child Wives and Child Marriages-

in the Land of the Hindoo

SIX MILLION WIDOWS IN INDIA

WeddIng ProcessIons and NnntyU DancesThe
Condition Hindoo Widowhood

Home Life in India

BOMBAY India May 30 ISS9Special
Correspondence of Tile HERALD The
wedding season in India is now at its
height I have seen wedding processions-
by the dozen in every town I have visited
and I have had a fair chance to note some
of the

PECDUAUITIES OF HINDOO MARRIAGES

India has the youngest brides and grooms
in the world The grooms I have seen
have in no case been over fifteen and some
of the brides were apparently only just
weaned By the Hindoo law a woman
should be married before she reaches the
age of puberty which here is at twelve
Most girls are betrothed before they are
six and in a wedding procession at Agra I
saw a little bridegroom of perhaps ten
years gorgeously dressed in cloth of gold
mid with heavy gold bracelets on his wrists
and ankles sitting in a wedding chair with-
a little baby girl of not over two who lay
asleep at the other end of the cnair while
the procession moved onward Her sleep
was heavy and she had probably been
drugged with opium This was a marriage
of two wealthy families and the wedding
procession was very grand At the head
of it were two camels

WITH TUArlIXG OF eon
rid icn by barelegged men in red and gold
turbans and wearing clothes of gold cloth
Behind them came an elephant with gorge-

ous trappings and twelve Arabian horses
followed These horses had gold bracelets
about their fore legs just above the knee
and there wero great silver bells running
from the saddle along the back to the
crupper The saddles were of silver cloth
the stirrups were of silver and the bridle
was decorated with gold Between these
horses came the wedding chair and this
was a sort of a litter perhaps six feet
square containing a bed with cushions and
pillows and over it was stretched canopy
of red and gold Within it was the bridal
couple and the procession was accompanied
by a band which played during the march

We wont go home till morning It was
a native band but it had probably had an
English instructor and this tune served as
the wedding march-

At Benares I saw a

WKonivo ruocnsaiox OF Till POOHEU CLASSES

and I had the pleasure of an introduction-
to the groom He was a sullen boy of fif
teen who looked as though he by no means
enjoyed the occasion Ho had a cap of red
cloth with long strings of flowers hanging
from its rim to his neck and with tawdry-
red clothes upon his body He was riding-
a white pony which had gaudy trappings-
and walking with him was a crowd of bare
footed barelegged turbaned men and
boys one of whom led tho horse These
were his relatives Just back of them and
apparently having no connection with the

I ponyriding groom was a party of men
carrying what looked like a store box shut

covered with red cloth-

A
up on all sides and

cheap cashmere shawl was thrown over
its top and I was told that the bride was
inside I asked her age and was told that
she had lived just eight years Behind her
came a number of women carrying her
dowry upon their heads One party bore
the brides bed It was a rack or frame
work of wood about four feet long and
three feet wide with four rude feet raising
it about eighteen inches from the ground
and instead of wire springs there was a

lltDE NETWORK OF CLOTHES LINE ROPE

stretched within the framework Another
woman had a tray on her head containing-
the cooking utensils consisting of three-
or four iron pots and a rice jar and the
whole outfit would have been dear at a

del
lar and a half I talked with the father
the groom He told bride would

mewith
come and stay two da her mother

and then go back home until she
was en years of age when she would come

t to live with her husband and be married
for good In tho case of baby marriages
the child is often brought up by her own
parents and she only comes to her men

f inlaws house when she has go old
enough to learn housekeeping which is at
the age of ten or eleven years In some
cases however she goes at once to the
house of her motherinlaw and is brought
tin by her often being made to do the
drudgery of the house and absolutely
ject to her husbands mother-

I was invited to-

A WEDDING FEAST AT AGRA

and the polite Hindojhwhoo so honored mo
told me upon y presence had

glorified the occasion There were
SW Hindoos present and the entertain
ment consisted of Nautch dancing and act-

Ing The Nautch girls attired m gorgeous
clothes went through the most surprising
of sensuous contortions to the music of two

drums which were playedThese hands
Nautchand a curious

girls are the dancing girls of India They
are remarkable for their plump round
figures and for the wonderful ease and

which they throw into movementsgrace
of their bodies A large part of the
dancing consists in the movement of the
frame without lifting the feet from tho
ground and the whole story of love is told
by them in gestures which must be seen to
be appreciated They are tho same as the
dances of the girls of Egypt and of tho
African negroes and seem to be a part of
oriental lite They aro paid high prices
and some of

TilE BEST DANCING GIRLS OF INDIA

get as high as twentyfive dollars a night
The celebration which I attended was in a
tent built outside tho house for the occasion
A rich carpet covered the ground and the
flickering lights shone over a another
curious figures which would make
fortune for Barnum 1 looked in vain for
the bride and whether she was a baby or
not I do not know Tho groom was not
more than six He was a bnghtlittlefellow
in a red velvet coat and he brought me a
bunch of flowers and some cardamon seeds
which are given to the guests on such
occasions

Indian marriages are managed entirely-
by the parents Courtship is unknown in
India and the parties married often remain
for years without knowing each other The
negotiations are often carried on by means
of a matchmaker as in China and India
has its professional matchmakers both
women and men For arranging-

A MIDDLECLASS WEDDING

a matchmaker gets from ten to fifteen
dollars and in the marriages of the rich ho
receives twice this amount The boy in
the arrangement has no more say than tho
girl though after the marriage is con ¬

summated and he becomes the do facto hus ¬

band of the girl the advantage is altogether
on his side Woman holds thelowestshein India According to her
can only find salvation through her hus¬

S band and if she is not born again as a man
she will have to go through 8000000 trans-
migrations

¬

A man can do no wrong to his
wife and she is practically his slave She
draws the water carries all the burdens
and makes the fuel for the family All
over India you see women contrast
water on their heads and tho
between the bracelets on their arms both
below and above tho elbow the anklets on
their bare feet and the great gold or silver
ornaments in their ears and their menial
occupation is striking I see women

CARRYING WATER ON THEIR HEADS

with babies not more than a few days old
in their arms and I saw yesterday a
woman who had by actual count thirty
six brass bracelets upon each of her fore¬

arms a big plte of silver on her biceps
heavy brass anklets about her legs and two
silver rings on each one of her ten toes
This woman was sitting outside of a mud
hut on the ground mixing mud with cow
manure with her hands cud patting it Into

H
cakes to lay away and dry for fuel Such
fuel is the wood and coal of India and the
women have the making of it They fol
low the carts along the streets and gather-
the droppings with their hands into bas
kets Such a mixture of gorgeousness and
dirtiness I have never seen

SPEARING or JEWELRY

there are no women in the world so fond of
jewelry as those of India In the museum-
of the rajah of Jeypore I was shown a col
lection of 1500 different styles of Indian
jewelry and through every provinco I
have traveled I find the women dress dif¬

ferently Among the hills of India and on
the slopes of the Himalayas a woman
sometimes wears as high as fifty pounds of
jewelry This is often of brass but not
infrequently of silver and gold I saw one
woman in a turban who had a nose ring as
big around as the top Of a goblet fastened-
by a gold chain to a hole in her ear She
had gold earrings with gold chains at
tached to them so made that they covered
tho ear and around her neck were strands-
of corals of silver beads and silver coins-
A great silver chain hung from the bottom-
of her earrings down to her waist and she
had bracelets and anklets and rings on toes
and fingers There are here in Bombay
3000 jewelers and at Delhi the great bus-
iness of the people iis the making of gold
and silver ornaments

PUNDITA RAUABIA

the high caste Hindoo woman who has
been raising funds in America for the es-

tablishment
¬

of a college for thechild widows-
of India has just returned home She is
now at Poona a delightful spot in the hills
about one hundred miles from Bombay-
and she will soon begin tho construction of
her institution The American women
who have formed Ratnabais circles over
the United States have wasted neither
their pity nor their money The condition-
of the child widows is even worse than she
has painted it and these infant marriages
which I have seen together with many
talks which I have had with both natives
and foreigners have given me an insight
into tho horrors of Hindoo marriages and
Hindoo widowhood The Hindoo wife is
in paradise compared to the Hindoo widow
The condition of the wife is bad enough-
As the slave of her husband she eats after
ho is through and she takes what is left
She has no education to speak of and her
only hope of salvation is in him She
stands while he sits in the household and
she cannot if she lives in the interior go
to the Ganges and bathe herself in the
sacred water I am told that in many
cases she considers it a privilege to bathe
her husbands feet after he returns and
thinks that she gets some absolution from
sin by drinking the water Such women-
as do bathe in the Ganges must bathe by
themselves The Hindoo women worships
her husband and the husband returns the
worship by doing as little as possible for
his wife When he dies he does not dare-
to pity his wife for fear that in the next
transmigration he may become a woman
and her only hope of having any chance to
escape hell after his death is by entering
into the torments of hell on this earth as a
pious Hindoo widow

THERE isle SIX MILLION WIDOWS-

in India and as the majority of the mar-
riages take place under ten the greater
part of these women became widows as
children A Hindoo widow can never
marry again even if her husband dies be ¬

fore the ceremony of marriage If she is
betrothed she is condemned to widowhood-
for the rest of her life As widow she
must give up all the pleasures of this
world She must never wear any jewelry
never sleep on a bed and for the rest of
her life she becomes the slave of her mother
inlaws family She eats by herself and
cooks her own food The moment her hus-
band

¬

dies her ornaments are torn from
her She is clad in the poorest of clothing-
and at the funeral she is kept out of the
main body of the mourners and she is
looked upon as though she had the plague
Most of the Hindoos cremate their dead by-
a river and it used to be the custom for
widows to throw themselves alive on the
funeral pyres of their husbands and allow
themselves to be burned to death This
was a sure passport heaven and it would
exist to day were it not that the English
have prohibited it At Benares I saw a
half dozen monuments rude pieces of
stone eighteen inches high and a foot square
which had been put up in honor of women
who had so killed themselves

For a year after the death of the hus
band the

WIDOW Iris ESPECIAL RITES OF MOURNING

to perform For thirteen days after the
funeral she trust not change her clothes
No one pays any attention to her or gives
her a kind word She must be content
with one meal a day and at the end of this
time her head is shaved At certain inter-
vals throughout her life she is expected to-
ast and these intervals include two days-

of fasting during every month of her
widowhood During these days she must
touch nothing in the shape of liquid or
solid food and whether she is sick or well
it makes no difference The Hindoos say
that the soul of a man after his death
goes to heaven quickly and pleasantly in
proportion to the sufferings of his wife
during the month after his death Conse
quently the motherinlaw and the rest of
the relatives try to make these sufferings
as great as possible The widow can never
take part in any festivity and it would be-
an evil omen if she attended a marriage
She gets no words of pity from the women
of the household and she is lower than tho
servants Even in death she has not the
funeral of other women Her body is not
burned in the clothes she has on and only a
coarse white cloth covers her as she lies on
the funeral pyre Her husband if he
would could not help her condition Women
cannot inherit propertyamongthe Hindoos
and if anything is left by the husband it
goes to the children-

In the northwest provinces of India
where

THE UGLIEST OF TilE HINDOOS LIVE

the treatment of the widows is even worse
that that described in the above state
moats Here the woman is often dragged
alOlg with her husbands corpse to the
crenation She is pushed into the water
ind made to stand there while the body is
burning She comes home in her wet
clothes and she dare not change them It
matters not if she be sick or whether the
weather be warm or cold She sleeps in
these clothes for thirteen days and she is
persecuted by all I found here at Bombay
a statement of one of the Hindoo widows
from this part of India It was translate-
dby English lady and appeared in an

Indian newspaper The following is an
extract from it-

Thousands of us die but more live I
saw a woman di one of my own cousins
She had been ill before her husbands
death When he died she was too weak and
ill to be dragged to tho river She was in a
burning fever Her motherinlaw called-
a water carrier and had four large skins of
water poured over her as she laid on the
ground where she had been thrown from
her bed when her husband died The chill
of death came upon her and in eight hours
she breathed her last Everyone praised-
her and said she died for the love of her
husband

I knew another woman who did not
love her husband for all theirfriendsknew
they quarreled so much they could not live
together The husband died and when the
news was brought tho widow threw herself
from the roof and died Sho could not
bare the thought of the degradation that
must follow She was praised by all
Tho only difference for us since the
English have prevented us from burning

ourselves upon our husbands funeral pyres-
is that wo then die quickly If cruelly but
no we dio all our lives in lingering pain
We are aghast at tho number of widows
how is it that there are so many It is be ¬
cause every man who died leaves one and
often more and though thousands die more
live on

Notwithstanding all this there is I doubt
not

SOME LOVE AMONG TILE HINDOOS

and there may be some happy homes As far
as I can see much home life is impossible
Ninetynino hundredths of tho people live-
n mud huts or in two or three rooms the

walls of which are unplastered and unpa
pered whero it is dark almost in the day-
time and where at night the only light is a
poor lamp or a wick burning a tumbler of-

oil The furniture is of the rudest descrip
tion and the rooms are so small that the beds
are put outside the house during the day-
time Still in such houses women spend
their whole lives going out only when it is
necessary to draw water Now and then in
the country you see the women of the low-
est

¬

casts at work but highcasto women
never The women do tho grinding of the

corn for the family and corn is ground here
just as it was in the days of the scriptures-
One flat stone upon another is turned
around and around crushing the grain
beneath it while tho women squat close
down to the stone and keep the mill going
In some of the provinces women do work
upon the roads and on the farms I see
them carrying heavy burdens upon their
heads They do not look unhappy but
you see few smiles and they are rather
afraid of strangers than otherwise The
contrast between their condition and that
of the women of Burmah is very striking-
and they show the effect of generations of
womens wrongs

AMONO Tile HIGHCASTE HINDOOS

a sentiment is now growing up against in¬

fant marriages and there is one society the
members of which will not marry their
girls before their fourteenth year It must
be remembered however that tho Hindoo
women do not by any means mako up the
total female population of India India
has more Mohammedans than Turkey and
the three hundred and fiftythree millions-
of people who make up this Indian popula ¬

tion are of many classes and religions Tho
Parsecs who are so noted as merchants are
Persian fire worshipers and they do not
marry their children under twelve I at
tended a Parsee marriage last night in
which the bride and groom were respec-
tively

¬

twelve and thirteen Tho two were
sitting in a Parsee temple with their hands
joined together They had been sitting in
this position for two hours when I entered
and the father of the bride a tall Parseo
merchant in a black satin coal scuttle hat
and black preacherlike clothes tenderly
rubbed the girls arm to rest it from its tired
position The Parsees do not lead secluded
lives Their women dress gaily and they-
go about where they please This girl was
beautifully dressed and the groom had on
a high hat which looked for all the world
like a stove pipe hat with the rim cut off
but which was red silk literally covered
with pearls diamonds As we entered
the room richly dressed boys rushed up to
us and put into our hands boquets of orange
flowers and roses while servants sprayed-
over us from silver bottles two feet long a
shower of rose water After watching the
ceremony for some time we rose to depart
and were then given each two cocoanuts-
and little bunches of betel for chewing as
wedding presents and I noted tkat such
presents were given to all the guests

FRANK G CARPENTER

Shilohs Catarrh Kemody

No3 Shilohs Catarrh Remedy a mar-
velous cure for Catarrh Diphtheria
Canker Mouth and HeadAche With each
bottle there is an ingenious Nasal Injector
for the more successful treatment of these
complaints without extra charge Price 50
cents Sold by A C Smith Co

HURRAH FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY
Hyde S Griffin Co is headquarters for

fireworks Chinese lanterns flags and all
goods needed for public or private exhibi-
tions

They have received a car of choice se-

lected fireworks and can sell cheaper than
any firm west of Chicago Crll or send for
price list

Save your money by purchasing three
ply carpets at H Dinwoodeys

Workingmens pants best quality good
wearing 125 Painters and plasterers-
suits carpenters aprons engineers
jackets and overalls

GOLDSMITH S Co
Uptown clothiers

TIlE MIKADO

Just received a beautiful line of Japanese
pongee silks in all the latest shades Alsc
a full line of gold embroidery panels
Ladies should call and see them Look out
forEaster novelties
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Bruises Wounds
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Oar little girl when but threo weeks old broke oat
willl eczema We tried the prescription from see
errl good doctors but without any special benefit
Ve area S S S and by the time one bottle was
gone her head begun to heal and by the time she
had taken six bottles the was completely cured
ow she has a full and heavy heap of haira

rotnst healthy child I feel It bat my duty to make
this statement H T SUOBE Zilch llill Ira
27 Send for our Books on Blood and Skin Diseases-

and Advice to Sufferers mailed free
TOE SWKT SPECITIO Co Drawers Atlanta Ga

THE CITY IS GROWINGW-

hile this City is growing and all men

are striving to make themselves homes in

this favorite country they should avail

themselves of every opportunity to save-

a dollar in order to accomplish their wise

object Therefore we call your attention-

to our Mens

ALL WOOL SUITS

Wosrfclx-

NOI

1O-

II REDUCED TO 600

AND

CHILDRENS SUITS
Heretofore sold at 175 J250 400 and

t500 n-

owREDUCED
To 8125 SL75 250 and 400

Consider the Above and Call o-

nGARDNER
The Clothier

141 S Main Street

GUN WA
A Chinese graduate of medicine has made diseases
of men a specialty During his residence In America-
he has restored hundreds elato a perfect condition-
of health who otherwise jSawould be doomed to

a horrlblo A r death and NEVER
FAILS Yw1ih any Jtb case he under-
takes Younger IL WJMA middle aged men
who liars become prgmatnrely old
and all who are suffering the pun-
isbmcntthat na tare visits on
those who violate I t her laws or those
about to marry should write and
receive by return mall a large his
tory of Gun Was lifehismethodofC-
hineseVegetable II Treatment a trea
Use on nervous diseases sad tes-
timonial of won derful cures Ills
medicines are cheap quick to
act perfectly harmless and
never fall cores eparantetJU Address enclosing < o
aitunpe GUN WA 1129LarimerStbeaver Cola

NEW GOODS
THE FOUR STORES

READY FOR VISITORS-

New Dress Goods
New Dry Goods

New Groceries

NEW EVERYTHING

Ve asp Ready for you
FRESH AND CLEAN-

New and Bright
Bottom Prices Always

THE EAGLE HOUSE-

Sf 1o TEASIELo-
Z C

o

lVI I SHOE FACTORY

The Best
The Cheapest

Aiid Ioii =rnde
ALL STYLES VARIETIES AND PRICES

n

Buena Vista
Queen of our SSllbllrbs-

Pries from May 1

CornersJ = 1Lo-
oI1sides = = 5G

Second AdVance
Make your selections before

NEXT ADVANCE IN PRICES I

TERMS HAVE NOT CHANGED
500 Cash and 5 per month NO INTEREST

A J GUNNELLS-
o1e Age111

P 0 Box 1148 Room 29 ScottAuerbach Block
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SEA WIGWAMS
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OAt GEORGE DUNFORDS

7
Main Street

JOSEPH SIltION
62 W Second South street

AUCTION 9
COMMISSION GOODSA-

nd Job Lots in Dry Goods Clothing Ladies Misses and Chil ¬

drens Cloaks Gents Furnishing Goods Hats and Caps
Hosiery Blankets Toys Notions Etc

ORDERS WILL RECEIVE PROMPT ATTE-
NTIONSiirioiiTos ph

P 0 Box 1315 62 W Second South Street
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SIERRA NEVADA LUMBER C09
Dealers and Manufacturers

Lumber Windows Cherry
Shingles Mouldings Oak
Lath Walnut Sp Cedar
Doors Ash Mahogany

Stairs Counters Mantels
1

Finishing1
1

Etc
Estimates Furnished in Hard or Soft Wood

HALF BI CK SOOTH U C DEPOT I S J
SALT LAKE CITY f LYNNSUIT

n

m5 Q 0-

W e-

Cw U r-

tJC W7 1 Z 0 fv

0-
r

xl

i o 6 IFtr-

q
f 0 r-

c

rJlJ-

f1+ MJ t
GO t9 0 4-

7dOa UJ-

1f= LU-

a

r=Q llj rfJI

G

lJ 2J-
C 1-

0Ei

rJJ
+ 0G-

OHUTAH

Z 1
0=

ffi O =
0

==
I u V

LUMBER YARD>
JAS sv EARDLEY

Lumber Doors Sash Pickets
N O T i D I Kr G

Cedar Red Wood and Bear RiVer t-

Shing1es Cedu Posts Etc
And having facilities at his command can guarantee Prompt Delivery Fair Treatment-

and PRICES TO SUIT ALL

REMEMBER THE OLD STAND

Half a Block North of Eighth Ward Square
STATE ROAD

rafor Romney Co

ONE BLOCK EAST OF U C R R DEPOT

e
0

Steam Planing
MILL WOR-

KSPECIALTY
t1

A 4j
4ff

9R j
43 Sashes Doors

Y AND MOULDINGS

I All Kinds of Lumber
4 f ORE BLOCK EAST OF U C R R DEPOT

Taylor Romney Armstrong C-

oeNew Today
BROOKS MARKET

Has Eer rthh1g Fresh
EVERY DAY IN THE WEEK


